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WORSHIP
With Us

Worship Times
9 am - Grace 11 am - Faith

Worship online when you can’t make it in person.

Visit
www.gracethroughfaithministries.com
and click on the LIVE STREAM button to watch.

Those without computer/internet access can watch at 8 am daily on Gardonville TV
Channel 4 and Selective TV 21.4

Meal - 6 pm
Worship - 7 pm

Our Lenten theme is Crosswalk

Its the same story every vyear. Ash
Wednesday through the Season of Lent ...
following Jesus, step-by-step from Palm
Sunday to His burial.

Its the week God planned and prepared
before speaking, “Let there be light”; the week
the Old Testament points to and the New
Testament points back at. A week spotlighting
a donkey, palms, overturned tables, bread,
wine, nails and a crowd that cheers then jeers.

It's a story we need to hear again, and again
and again. A story that exposes; teaches and
saves. A story offering the one thing we
desperately need ... forgiveness.

The story is true. Absolutely true.

Come and read. Come and hear. Come and know a God who bore and
still bears the nails for you. Come and walk the Crosswalk.

February 18 (Ash Wednesday) and February 25, worship is 7 pm at Faith.
Dinner, 6 pm in their Fellowship Hall.

February
2026

Campus Locations:

Grace Lutheran

PO Box 7

Brandon, MN 56315
www.gracethroughfaithministries.com

Faith Lutheran
526 State Street
Evansville, MN 56326

Pastor
Pastor Bradley Pearson

Hours:

9 am to noon Mon/Tues/Thurs - Faith
Noon - 2 pm Mon/Thurs - Grace

9 am to 2 pm Wed - Grace

Phone: 320-834-5179
Email: pastorbrad@gctel.net

Office-Grace

Kelli Wendel

Hours: 8:30 am - 4 pm T-TH
Phone: 320-524-2262

Email: grace@gctel.com

Office-Faith
Hours: Contact Pastor Brad
Phone: 218-948-2574

Email: faithlc@gctel.com

Parish Council President
Lon Burgess
Phone: 320-266-8407

Grace Council President

Steffen Morical
Phone: 320-808-5828

Faith Council President

Bob Anderson
Phone: 701-260-4302

You are encouraged to
routinely check the
parish web & Facebook
pages to keep up to date
on any changes with
worship schedules and
activities.



There are several area Bible Camps which provide different
4 ] opportunities for our young people to participate in the camp of
g their choice. Grace will pay for 50% of camp tuition for active
members (this means attending worship and Sunday
School/Confirmation). Some camps require a code for the
discount - contact the office when registering to see.

Many of these camps are already starting to fill. Luther Crest early
bird registration discount ends February 14 so please register early
if you can. Once registered, please let the office know so we have
an idea of what to budget for.

Visit the Camp websites to find out more:

. Luther Crest Bible Camp (www. Iuthercrest org)
. Inspiration Point (www.ipoint.org)
. Lutheran Island Camp (www.islandcamp.org)

We are incredibly thankful for the support of the campership program. Students who participate
in camp are asked to volunteer in fundraisers which help support this program or help
through other volunteer opportunities within the church.

Our goal is to make sure every child has an opportunity to attend camp regardiess of finances.
If you have further questions regarding camp registration, please contact the Grace Office.

Board of Ed has sent out a survey document to families with students in Grades K-5 this year
to see if there is an interest in doing Day Camp at Luther Crest as a group again.

Please respond ASAP so we can make plans. Thank You!

Noi Sunday, February 8, Faith’'s Noisy offering will be for West Central

~-»aotfering  Minnesota Communities Action for energy assistance. We've done this

> before — unfortunately, there’s a continuing need. Thank You for your
help!

What's Happening in Sunday School

Date Theme Teachers
2g N A 2/1 The Beatitudes Jordyn Bossert
' an Matthew 5:1-12
JO'N us FOR a 2/8 Ten Commandments Erin Okerlund
ﬂ Exodus 20
SUNDAY SCHOOL = - N
S 2/15 The Transfiguration Karen Wirtjes
Grace Lutheran Church Matthew 17: 1-9
Faith Lutheran Church , o -
10 to 10:30 am 2/22 Intergenerational Tina Pikkaraine
Aae 3 to Grade 4



Sitting with a group of people having coffee, | listened as they spoke about one person or
another. Nothing mean; no gossip — just friendly reminiscing.

A name came up — someone | didn’'t know. | was told what the person did before retiring
and something they said that offended many people. Then, the conversation went on to
other things.

That little snippet haunted me.

I'm one who has said something that upset others. I've been angry; felt defensive; or,
spoke too quickly. | know what it's like to see words float out of your mouth with the
impossibility of taking them back.

I've tasted guilt, embarrassment and regret. Even after | apologize, those feelings linger.

On the flipside, | know what it feels like to have something spoken that rings and dings in
the ears.

We all need to be more careful and guarded in what we say, text and post on social
media.

As we work on this, | wonder how long do we hold someone prisoner to their past
wrongdoing? How long do we want to be held prisoner ourselves?

At what point do we see a wrongdoing as a springboard for improvement and not a
hammer to punish?

We discolor each other by remembering and bringing up what God has nailed to the
Cross.

I'm most comfortable during the Season of Lent because it's the season of imperfection,
Uff Da’s and Oh No's! A season relishing a God who refuses to dig up dirt and post it; a
God who literally wipes our slate clean — our responsibility is to confess and repent.

Yes, we've said and done things we're not proud of. Yes, we've left unspoken and
undone what's good and helpful. How long do we want people to talk about it? Wouldn't
it be awesome if people complimented or kept silent instead?

Go and speak likewise.
Happy February! See you in Worship!
Pastor Brad

Pastoral Care

If you, a family member or friend of yours is sick, hospitalized, having or going to be having surgery or
have any other concerns needing pastoral care - please call the Church Office: Faith at 218-948-2574
or Grace at 320-524-2262 and the Parish Assistant will contact Pr. Bradley. After hours, Pastor can be
reached at the parsonage 320-834-5179.
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Faith Lutheran Council Meeting Minutes
Sunday, January 11, 2026

Members Present: LeAnn Strand, Warren Erickson, Bob
Anderson, and Angie Baker
Guest Members: Pastor Bradley Pearson and Candi Steer

Council started the meeting with Thanksgivings.

The meeting was called to order by Co-President Bob
Anderson. LeAnn moved to approve the agenda; Warren
seconded. Motion carried.

LeAnn moved to approve last month's minutes; Angie
seconded. Motion carried.

Treasurer Report:
+The audit was done on January 6, 2026.

*Bob made a motion to approve the Treasurer's Report,
Warren seconded. Motion carried.

*Bob motions to combine Christian Education Fund & Faith
Service Ministries Fund to one fund called Faith Ministries
Fund; LeAnn seconded. Motion carried.

Pastoral Report:

*New Songbook: Warren motioned that we purchase 75
copies of The Celebration Hymnals to replace the purple
hymnals; Bob seconded the motion. Motion carried. The new
hymnals will be presented at the annual meeting.

*Custodian: Aanika Wendt will be cleaning as a part-time
interim custodian. Others will be helping with maintenance
and Sunday Fellowship Hour.

Old Business:

+*‘Clean-up” Policy: Council discussed kitchen use and
cleaning up afterwards.  Council decided that every
person/group that uses the dishes in the kitchen must wash,
dry, and put away dishes & wash the coffee machine (if it is
used) before they leave.

*Council Position: Pastor will be talking to a Nominating
Committee member to see if people will be interested in
serving on the Council. We still need 1 person to join the
Council,

New Business:

*Annual Meeting is January 18, 2026 with potluck.

+Coffee maker being fixed.

+February Noisy Offering: West Central Community Action
again since there is a need.

Next Meeting Date: February 8, 2026 at 12:00 pm
Pastor Brad closed the meeting with a prayer.
Meeting was adjourned by Co-President Bob Anderson

Respectfully submitted: Angie Baker

Faith Lutheran Church

Annual Meeting Minutes
Sunday, January 18, 2026

The Annual Meeting was called to order by President Bob
Anderson.

Bob Anderson said a prayer to start the meeting.

A call for a quorum was made by Bob Anderson; a quorum
was made.

A motion to accept the Approval of Minutes was made by
Larry Carlson; Dennis Week seconded. Motion carried.

Reports:

Pastor Brad shared that a businessperson from the
community would like to co-sponsor Ruby’s Pantry with
Faith. It was discussed with the Council to get more
information and to let them know we're interested. The
majority of church members at the meeting showed hands in
support for Pastor Brad to get more information and invite
partnership with Grace Lutheran.

There were no comments on the Parish Report or the
Auditor’s Report.

Organizations & Committees Report: funds have been given
to several organizations that needed our help.

Candi answered questions about the Financial Secretary and
Treasurer's Report. She also answered questions about the
2025 Budget. There was discussion about sponsorship for
kids who wanted to attend camp. There was clarification that
we would help sponsor children from our church that wanted
to attend a camp.

Vicki Carlson made a motion to accept all reports; Kim
Erickson seconded, Motion carried.

Diane Bukkila made a motion to approve the 2026 Proposed
Budget; Karen Howell seconded. Motion carried.

Unfinished Business: none
New Business:

Two council members positions are up this year. Diane
Bukkila agreed to serve on the Church Council and LeAnn
Strand has agreed to another term. Vicki Carlson moved to
accept our two new council members; Dennis Week
seconded. Motion carried.

Annual Meeting: LeAnn Strand moved that the 2027 Annual
Meeting with a potluck will be held January 24, 2027; Diane
Bukkila seconded. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned by President Bob Anderson. Pastor
Brad closed the meeting with prayer.

Respectfully submitted: Angie Baker, Faith Council Secretary
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Bible Studies:

Mondays
7:00 pm
BIBLE STUDIES/PRAVER & SHARE Tuesdays
Men’'s: 6:30 am
Prayer & Women’'s: 9:00 am
Share: Prayer and Share is an informal Faithon a Mission
gathering of Faith members to
Thursdays visit, share concerns and pray. Indoor Yard Sale
9:30 am This group is open to everyone

(men and women). Come for
coffee, conversation and end
with prayer for people within the
congregation and community

Donations are now being
accepted for the Faith Indoor
Yard Sale scheduled for
March 20 and 21, 2026.

Faith Lutheran
Fellowship Hall

Fund Balances as of 12/31/25:

General Fund $108,804.54 Drop off in the room labeled

Building Fund $6,855.83 Nursery - door is marked.
Christian Ed Fund $4,518.63 Please make sure items are
Benevolence Fund $5,838.12 .

Service Min. Fund $13,354.95 unbroken,  clean/unstained
Scholarship Fund $5,167.72 and in good shape and/or

running order. More details to
come later. Thank you.

As of 12/31/2025
General Fund Giving: $160,136.91
General Fund Expenses: $127,033.89

The food pantry comes to Evansville the 2"¥ Tuesday of every month from 11:30
am to 1 pm at the Evansville City Hall.

How Can | Help?

e Volunteers are needed to help people register, shop, carry groceries etc.
Please contact either Diana at City Hall or Deb Erickson to volunteer.

e The pantry will accept donations of non-perishable food or garden
produce. If you have something to donate, please bring it the 2"
Tuesday of the month while the mobile unit is in town.

e Pass the word on to anyone that might need these services and let them
know this help is available.

Any further questions? Contact city hall or one of the volunteers.

February 2026 Faith Worship Assistants
February 1 February 8 February 15 February 22
11 AM -Faith 11 AM -Faith 11 AM - Faith 11 am - Faith
Communion Communion
Sound/Video Sandy Alvstad Brad Anderson Larry Carlson Sandy Alvstad
Reader Kelly Smith Karen Howell Heidi Johnson Vicki Carlson
Ushers Larry Carlson Kevin th nson Doug Alvstad Brad Anderson
Family
Communion ,
Eme Quinn Bob Anderson
Servers
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Grace Lutheran Church Minutes - 1/14/26

Grace Members Present: Don Bakken, Tom Behlke, Cheryl [
Lund, Steffen Morical, Tina Pikkaraine, Clem Roers, Dawson
Staples

Guests Present: Pastor Bradley Pearson, Kelli Wendel

Council

Steffen called the meeting to order. New council members Cheryl
Lund and Dawson Staples were welcomed.

Clem motioned to approve the agenda. Tom 2nd. Approved.
VISITOR REPORTS: None

PASTORAL REPORT: Pastor discussed the need for accountability
and ownership when our youth are looking to apply for camperships
and scholarships. Need youth and families to understand active
participation in the life of the congregation is a guideline for receiving
both camperships and scholarships. Council discussed what this
looks like — active in worship and Sunday School for younger kids and
active in worship and service (similar to confirmation expectations) for
older kids. Those receiving camperships are expected to participate in
fundraising efforts.

Pastor shared that he has heard from many people (in light of the
current economy, etc) that they would like to see more local
involvement in missions/service projects from our congregation. He
asked council to support making this a focus for 2026. Would like to
do quarterly local service/mission projects including the entire
congregation (and possibly the Parish). Habitat for Humanity build is
already planned. Council was supportive of this focus. Pastor will
share with congregation at Annual Meeting. This is planned over and
above Grace Beyond Our Doors/Noisy Offerings plans.

Pastor presented information made available from the NW MN Synod
office about what to do in light of Immigration Enforcement visit.
Pastor and Kelli will act together as the voice for Grace congregation if
there is a visit. Procedures were reviewed with council.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Tom motioned to approve minutes as
presented. Tina 2nd. Approved.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Kelli presented financials and did a brief
overview of how to read the reports for new members. We ended
2025 in good financial position. The audit of the 2025 financials was
completed and found to be in good condition. Don motioned to
approve. Clem 2nd. Approved.

OLD BUSINESS:

*Mold in Pre-school Sunday School Room: Master Builders will begin
working on the project.

*Annual Meeting: Reports are ready and in mailboxes.
reviewed with council. Erin and Brenda will lead.

Plans

NEW BUSINESS:

*Signature Card: Motion was made by Tina to remove Erin Okerlund
and Brenda Trisko as signors on our Old National account and replace
them with Dawson Staples and Cheryl Lund. Tom 2nd. Approved.

*Snow Blower: The used snow blower purchased last year is no
longer working. Clem asked council to approve the purchase of a new
blower. Don made a motion to approve up to $1200 for the purchase
of new snow blower; Tina 2nd. Approved.

*Grace Beyond Our Doors Request: A Request to
distribute mission funds in the amount of $300 to Alex

Tech Food Shelf, $300 to Salvation Army for local kettle
campaign and $200 to Sanford’s Children’s Hospital
was received from GBOD. Clem made a motion to
approve; Tina 2nd. Approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
DEACON'S REPORT: None

BOARD OF EDUCATION: Youth programming is back
after break. Christmas program went well. Plans for
VBS have started.

TRUSTEE'S REPORT: Nothing

NEXT MEETING DATE: Wednesday, February 11
TIME: 8 pm at Grace

Clem motioned to adjourn. Tina 2nd. Closed with the
Lord's Prayer.

Submitted by: Kelli Wendel, Parish Assistant

Grace Giving at a Glance
Generdl Fund:

Giving December 21 $2,271.00
Giving December 24 $3,982.00
Giving December 28 $1,420.00
Giving January 4 $2,401.95
Giving January 11 $2,211.00
Giving January 18 $1,502.00
Giving January 25 $2,089.00
Coffee $73.50
Building Giving $350.00
Mission Giving $432.00
Noisy Offering $214.17
World Hunger $610.00
Elevator $1,000.00
Sunday School $95.00

Weekly General Fund Giving needed
to meet the budget = $3,000.00

Fund Balances as of 12/31/25:

General Fund $83,891.59
Building Fund $47,546.10
Christian Ed Fund $32,847.40
Mission Fund $15,595.16
Scholarship Fund $1,788.15
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February’s Noisy Offering -

> Nois
Churches United 9

Offer¥ng

This winter we have seen temperature swings from
-20 up to over 40 degrees. Luckily for me (and
most of us) we can choose if we are going to work
or play outside when the air is frigid and the wind is
biting or take advantage of our toasty homes.
Unfortunately, many of our homeless neighbors do
not have the option to stay in a warm house curled
up with a book or good movie or games with our
kids. In the Fargo-Moorhead area, Churches United
provides a warm place to land for the night and
maybe receive a good meal or other daily supplies
necessary to do life.

Churches United is supported by over 100
churches in the F-M area. Their mission is to
provide safe shelter, stable housing, nutritious food,
and a path for healing. To this end they operate
Micah's Mission which provides emergency shelter,
the Dorothy Day Food Pantry, Silver Linings
Apartments which consists of 36 units for very
low-income seniors, Bright Sky Apartments which
has 43 units for families and individuals, and case
managers to assist those navigating homelessness
and food insecurity.

Please help support this amazing organization with
our Noisy Offering this month. We also are
collecting supplies that are needed for Micah's
Mission and the food pantry. A list of their most
requested items at this time is listed below and on
the church bulletin board. There is also a list on
their website. We will be augmenting donations with
a Thrivent Action Team card and will deliver these
items later in February.

. Men’s and women’s underwear

. Women's sanitary supplies

. Shampoo, conditioner, body wash,
deodorant

. Combs and hairbrushes

. Kleenex

. Cereal

. Canned meat

. Soups with easy-open tops

Grace Snow Removal Sign Up |

I Please sign up as you are able to help.

Please take a look at the sign-up sheet
outside the office to see if you can help. I

I NEW! We now have a snowblower to help
with larger snow events. If you are signed

I up for the week, you would be responsible
for light snow removal (up to a couple

I inches) and anything larger, the trustees
will arrange to take care of with the snow
blower. Hopefully this
allows for more people
to be able to assist.

I Thank you for
volunteering! l
— — — — — — —
Grace Beyond S T e
Our Doors (85|l ‘
. K 4 GD\
Next Meeting: Grace Beyonil Our Doors

sunday, February 8
following worship - All are welcome!

If anyone has ideas for mission giving
or knows of someone needing help, let
Grace Beyond Our Doors know.

Noisy Offering:
Eebruary:
Fargo/Moorhead
March: Douglas County Car Care

April: Open - Need Suggestion

May:. Habitat for Humanity of Douglas
County

June: Open - Need Suggestion

Churches United

Thank you, Grace members, for your
generous giving. We have been able to
help a lot of people.

Members Present: Kathy Fynboh, Pat
Freese, Annette Helder, Pam Mickelson, Terrill
Morical, Diane Olson

Join Us for
Quilting at Grace

=

Thursday,
February 5, 12, 19 & 26

9 am

Have pillowcases you are not using?
Grace Quilters can use these items to
send along with quilts to Lutheran
World Relief. Drop off on the kitchen
counter in the basement. Thanks!
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] February 18 Musician: Joni Barsness/Elaine Kronberg
GRACE Faith Ushers: David Jante
Sound Board: Heidi Johnson
Jerry Lee 2 | Ramsey LeMay 6
Paul Boeddeker 3 Barb Henrichs 7 .. . .
Darlene Ellingson 3 February 25 Musician: Joni Barsness/Elaine Kronberg
- Cole Johnson 13 Ushers: R Bukkil
Karen Wirtjes 3 | Naomi Anderson 16 Sners. Roger Sukkila
ge?‘try ,ua;szn 2 Arlie EIIingson 19 Sound Board: Brad Anderson
ichie Mohagen
Mark Westby 4 Karen Howell 19 March 4 Musician: Joni Barsness/Elaine Kronberg
Clayton Breitkreutz 5 Ushers: Dennis Anderson
Jamie Buchholz 5 Sound Board: Heidi Johnson
Dawn Pennie 6
Diane Olson 7 GRACE (Cont')
Chandler Riedel 8 Nolan Gasser 17 Eaith Partners with Main Street Market
i i Paula Faber 18
I;eh"'l” II\?/Iorlcal ]i Mikayla Pikkaraine 18 In the Narthex, there's a table with Meal Packs — everything
J dnsB (:ﬁ;s 19 Paige Schaffran 18 needed for a balanced and filling meal at no cost. Inside,
udy sehike there's coupon for cold items redeemable at Main Street
Tom Gasser 12 Deb VanAlphen 18 Market (E il
DeAnn Satterlie 13 | | David Ellingson 21 arket (Evansville).
Jeremy Sayre 13 | | Craig Johanson 23 | The Plate It Forward Meal Packs are for local individuals or
Roman Wagner 14 | | Joel Hokanson 26 |  families who could use “a little extra blessing”.
Cheryl Lund 16 | | Nora Borgstrom 27
Danielle Anderson 17 Hank Wagner 27 Pick out a meal for yourself or deliver to someone you
know.Monetary and time donations can be made to Main

Street Market. Thank You!

February 2026 Grace Worship Assistants

February 1 February 8 February 15 February 22
9am 9 am 9am 9am
Communion Communion
Acolyte Noah McFarlane Marissa Sturges Mason Borgstrom Jace Gasser
Reader Judy Behlke Michelle Olson Judy Behlke Kids Run Church
Michelle Olsen
Judy Behlke .
Ushers Pam Mickelson Dianna Roers Tom & Ju.dy Behlke Kids Run Church
) Kathy Boeddeker Pam Mickelson
Dianna Roers .
Diane Olson

Communion Servers

Dianna Roers

Kids Run Church

Judy Behlke
Coffee/ John & Ann Anderson Henry & Sheila
Fellowship Tom & Annette Helder Dianna Roers Weets Lon & Mary Burgess
Musicians Afpetie Relder Rebecca Heyn Joyce Engel Marcus Decker

Tom Helder

Heyn Family

Altar Guild - Brenda Trisko & Judy Behlke
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NEWSLETTER

Grace Through Faith Ministries
PO Box 7
Brandon MN 56315

ASH WEDNESDAY

February 18
/7 pm

Faith Lutheran

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
320-834-4873

NON PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT #10
BRANDON MN 56315

thrivent

Calling all Thrivent Clients with
Membership!

There are a variety of ministries that can be enhanced with
Thrivent Action Teams and/or Thrivent Choice dollars.

If you are a Thrivent Member and are eligible for one or
both of these benefits, we would like to know - please give
the church office a call and we can give some ideas on
how you can strengthen our ministries through these
programs.

Thrivent Choice Dollars need to be directed by the end
of March. These dollars have been a big help in the past.
If you are not sure how to do this, please let us know and
we can walk you through the process.



