Faith Ministries

qd's Love to Serye Others

Worship Times
9 am - Grace 11 am - Faith

B
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WORSHIP
Yvith Us __

Worship online when you can’t make it in person.
Visit

www.gracethroughfaithministries.com
and click on the LIVE STREAM button to watch.

Those without computer/internet access can watch at 8 am daily on Gardonville TV
Channel 4 and Selective TV 21.4

Our Lenten theme is Crosswalk

Invite a friend and join us.

Wednesday worship March 4 is at Faith;
March 11, 18 and 25 are at Grace. Services
are at 7 pm with a simple meal at 6 pm.
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SERVIGES
Meal - 6 pm
Worship -7 pm

Confirmation Students are required to attend
all Lenten worship services. Assignments will
be given after each Wednesday service and
are due Sunday morning.

Maundy Thursday, April 2;
7 pm Faith Lutheran

Good Friday, April 3:

5pm Grace Lutheran
7 pm Faith Lutheran

Easter Sunday. April 5:

HOLY

9 am Grace Lutheran
WEEK Easter Brunch following
11 am Faith Lutheran

SCHEDULE!

Easter Brunch prior

March
2026

Campus Locations:

Grace Lutheran
PO Box 7
Brandon, MN 56315

www.aracethroughfaithministries.com

Faith Lutheran

526 State Street

Evansville, MN 56326
www.gracethroughfaithministries.com

Pastor
Pastor Bradley Pearson

Hours:

9 am to noon Mon/Tues/Thurs - Faith
Noon - 2 pm Mon/Thurs - Grace

9 amto 2 pm Wed - Grace

Phone: 320-834-5179
Email: pastorbrad@gctel.net

Office-Grace

Kelli Wendel

Hours: 8:30 am - 4 pm T-TH
Phone: 320-524-2262

Email: grace@aqctel.com

Office-Faith
Hours: Contact Pastor Brad
Phone: 218-948-2574

Email: faithic@gctel.com

Parish Council President
Lon Burgess
Phone: 320-266-8407

Grace Council President
Steffen Morical
Phone: 320-808-5828

Faith Council President

Bob Anderson
Phone: 701-260-4302

You are encouraged to
routinely check the
parish web & Facebook
pages to keep up to date
on any changes with
worship schedules and
activities.



SERR

\ 7 ~ g _.-'.

- LN HOEJF
I’ ? ‘\g%%)ﬂq

Daylight Savings Time Begins
Sunday, March 8

Remember to adjust your clocks.

n Brass Players
Wanted for
o Easter Service

We would love to have HS and adult
brass players who would be
interested in playing with a brass
group for Easter at Grace and/or
Faith to contact Annette Helder
(329-491-7573).

Start Savmg
- ltems for - &
Grace Rummage

m May £

Grace Rummage Sale will be in May - date
TBD. Spring Cleaning - save those items
for our sale. Questions or want to help?
Contact Peg Okerlund.

SAVE THE DATE

Scandinavian Dinner

Faith Lutheran Church
Saturday, April 11 -4:30to 7 pm

Join us for a cozy evening of fellowship and a traditional
Scandinavian meal. Enjoy the warmth of good food,
good friends and the spirit of “gjestfrinet” as we gather
together! All are Velkommen!

Freewill Offering supports Outreach Food Shelf and
Habitat for Humanity. (Watch for a work sign-up sheet
coming soon. We appreciate all helping hands as we
serve our church family and community. Thank You!)

What's Happening III stnday School

TON U FOR
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Grace Lutheran Church
Faith Lutheran Church

10 to 10:30 am
Age 3 to Grade 4

Grace:

Dat Theme Teachers

31 Abram’s Call Danielle Anderson
Genesis 12:1-9

3/8 Woman at the Well
John 4:5-42

3/15 Pool of Siloam Erin Okerlund
John 9:1-41

3/22 Intergenerational Tina Pikkaraine

3/29 Palm Sunday Danielle Anderson
Matthew 21:1-11
26:14-27:66



Hours before His arrest, Jesus washes and serves.

Around the table, are twelve men — a true definition “ordinary”. Aghast their feet had
been washed and told to do the same, the disciples are oblivious to the torturous pain
lurking in the darkness.

When thinking about a dinner party, invitations are given to those we enjoy entertaining.
For Jesus, it's the opposite. It wasn't about “enjoying” — it's a sampling of a love so deep,
inexpressible, it must be felt.

The One who helped create the world — from shimmering stars, lakes and farmland, to
delighted 50 degree February days — now humbles Himself as servant, waiter and then
breaks and pours Himself for His guests.

Jesus is both Host and Meal.

Of the invited, one betrays; another will deny; a third swims in doubt. Eight others run for
cover after Jesus is arrested. Only one is courageous, bold, friend enough to stand by
the cross.

Jesus knew how His dinner guests would behave and yet, it didn't deter — it motivated.
Jesus forgave before they “behaved”.
Jesus offered mercy before it was asked.

Like the twelve, we've been invited. A simple meal becomes a place to “taste and see”
you are forgiven; your slate is really clean; your past will never be brought up for
conversation. Never!

From the meal, we go to serve as washers; feet, if need be. Washing out and away
whatever is not Jesus within and around us. We do so in the spirit of gratitude without
judgment.

Gratitude helps us understand, no matter what we’ve done or why, Jesus breaking and
pouring Himself is one of the most beautiful ways He feasts us into forgiveness until we're
banqueting in Eternal Life.

Gratitude propels us to change for the better; to become more loving of our neighbors;
and bask in awe Jesus does not, will not give up on us.

See you in Worship!

Pastor Brad

Pastoral Care

If you, a family member or friend of yours is sick, hospitalized, having or going to be having surgery or
have any other concerns needing pastoral care - please call the Church Office: Faith at 218-948-2574
or Grace at 320-524-2262 and the Parish Assistant will contact Pr. Bradley. After hours, Pastor can be
reached at the parsonage 320-834-5179.
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Faith Lutheran Council Meeting Minutes
Sunday, February 8, 2026

Members Present: LeAnn Strand, Doug Alvstad,
Bob Anderson, Diane Bukkila Guests Present:
Pastor Bradley Pearson, Candi Steer

Council shared their Thanksgivings.

Pastor Bradley reviewed the “Covenant of

Leadership & Conduct”.

Doug Alvstad called the meeting to order. Bob
moved to approve the Agenda; seconded by
LeAnn. Approved.

Diane moved to approve the January Minutes; Bob
seconded. Approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Candi reviewed and

explained the financials.

Discussion about the CD due March 13. LuAnn
moved to rollover the CD for another year;
seconded by Bob. Approved.

Bob moved to approve the Treasurer's Report;
Diane seconded. Approved.

Pastoral Report: Update on ordering new
songbooks. Update on “Plate it Forward” and
Ruby's Pantry. Plans for Lent, Easter, and Easter
fellowship before worship.

Old Business
Update on coffee maker

New Business

Bob
Diane

Council discussed Vanco (online offering).
moved to discontinue using Vanco;
seconded. Approved.

March Noisy Offering will support “Aging in Place”
through Habitat for Humanity.

2026 Officers: Bob Anderson, President; LeAnn
Strand, Secretary; Doug Alvstad will run Council
Meeting.

Next Meeting: 12 pm, March 8, 2026.

Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Meeting adjourned by Doug Alvstad.

March Noisy Offering at Faith

Sunday, March 8, we'll receive an Offering for
Aging in Place Program through Habitat for
Humanity of Douglas County.

This program partners with people 62+ years
to make improvements to the safety,
accessibility or energy efficiency of their
home with affordable repayments. Since the

program launched in 2017, over 130
homeowners have benefited from this
program.
Bible Studies:
Mondays
7:00 pm
Tuesdays
BIBLE STUDIES/PRAYER & SHARE Men's: 6:30 am
Women's: 9:00 am
Prclyer & Prayer & Share is an
Share: informal gathering of
Faith members to
Thursdays visit, share concerns
9:30 am

and pray. This group
is open to everyone

Faith Lutheran
(men and women).

Fellowship Hall

Come for coffee, conversation and end
with prayer for people within the
congregation and community

Fund Balances as of 1131126:

General Fund $110,115.21
Building Fund $909.563
Benevolence Fund $6,038.12
Faith Ministries Fund $17,793.22
Scholarship Fund  $5,167.72

As of 1/31/2026
General Fund Giving: $10,028.99
General Fund Expenses: $8,804.76

Please Note Christian Ed & Faith Ministries Funds were
merged per council
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Faith Partners with Main Street Market

In the Narthex, there’s a table with Meal Packs —
everything needed for a balanced and filling meal at
no cost. Inside, there’'s coupon for cold items
redeemable at Main Street Market (Evansville).

The Plate It Forward Meal Packs are for local
individuals or families who could use “a little extra
blessing”.

Pick out a meal for yourself or deliver to someone
you know.Monetary and time donations can be
made to Main Street Market. Thank You!

Faith on a Mission

Indoor Yard Sale

Friday, March20 - 9amto 5 pm
Saturday March 21- 9am to 3 pm

Back door will be open for
donations Tuesday, Wednesday &
Thursday mornings 9 am to noon.
Please bring donations to the
nursery - the door is marked.
Please have items to the church by
March 17.

Volunteer sign-up sheets to help
will be in Narthex March 1. Call
Candi 218-280-0353 for questions
or to arrange a different delivery
time. Thank you for helping to
make this year's indoor yard sale a
success.

am to 1 pm at the Evansville City Hall.
How Can | Help?

produce.

know this help is available.

The food pantry comes to Evansville the 2" Tuesday of every month from 11:30

e Volunteers are needed to help people register, shop, carry groceries etc.
Please contact either Diana at City Hall or Deb Erickson to volunteer.

e The pantry will accept donations of non-perishable food or garden

If you have something to donate, please bring it the 2"
Tuesday of the month while the mobile unit is in town.

e Pass the word on to anyone that might need these services and let them

Any further questions? Contact city hall or one of the volunteers.

~ March 2026 Faith Worship Assistants
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March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22
11 AM -Faith 11 AM -Faith 11 AM - Faith 11 am - Faith
Communion Communion
Sound/Video Larry Carlson Heidi Johnson Brad Anderson Larry Carlson
Reader Deb Berry Candi Steer Rita Loftness Angie Baker
Ushers Dennis Week Larry Carlson Elise LeMay Family Doug Alvstad
Communion o
Vicki Carlson Jenell Week
Servers
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Grace Lutheran Church Minutes - 2/11/26

Grace Members Present: Don Bakken, Cheryl Lund, Stefen &
Morical, Clem Roers, Dawson Staples —~
Guests Present: Pastor Bradley Pearson, Kelli Wendel

Council
Clem motioned to approve the

Steffen called the meeting to order.
agenda. Don 2nd. Approved.

VISITOR REPORTS: None

PASTORAL REPORT: Pastor reviewed the Covenant of Leadership
and Conduct with council. He has reached out to Faith and Chippewa
to set up a time to meet to plan VBS. Hoping that some members
from St. Ann's will be involved if they would like. Pastor has been
working with a couple of groups to figure out congregation's first
quarterly service/mission project. Paperwork for Ruby's Pantry has
been filled out. More information to follow.

SECRETARY'S REPORT: Don motioned to approve minutes for
January meeting & Annual Meeting as presented.  Cheryl 2nd.
Approved.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Kelli presented financials. We were down
$4,000 in general giving for the month of January. Expenses were
within budget. First quarter giving is traditionally down, council will
monitor moving forward. Don motioned to approve. Dawson 2nd.
Approved.

OLD BUSINESS:
*Pre-school Sunday School Room: Remediation and repair has been
completed.

*MN Paid Leave: Kelli updated council on implementation.
NEW BUSINESS:
sLent: First three services will be held at Faith, last three at Grace.

Meal at 6 pm and Worship at 7 pm. Confirmation students attend
worship and have assignments.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
DEACON'S REPORT: None

BOARD OF EDUCATION: None
TRUSTEE'S REPORT: None

NEXT MEETING DATE: Wednesday, March 11 8 pm
Cheryl motioned to adjourn. Clem 2nd. Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by: Kelli Wendel, Parish Assistant

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, January 25, 2026 - 10 am

Call to Order: Past President Erin Okerlund called meeting to order.

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from January 26, 2025 were
presented. No discussion. Pat Timmerman moved to approve. Terrill
Morical 2nd. Approved.

Reports: The following letters/reports were highlighted. Bishop
Tesch, Pastor's Report, Grace Council President's Report, Parish
Report, Grace Beyond Our Doors, Ruth Circle and Mission
Endowment Report. Members were encouraged to visit with these
leaders if they would like to learn more.

Pastor Brad shared that there has been an interest in
seeing more local mission activities/support from
members. He has asked the council for support in
making this a focus for 2026 and the Grace Council is
supportive of this. Pastor would like to see the
congregation do quarterly mission activities within our
community/local  area. This would be an
intergenerational activity. Faith is looking at partnering
with a local business to bring Ruby’'s Pantry to
Evansville. They have invited Grace to participate.
Pastor asked for a show of hands to see if the
congregation would be interested in pursuing this. A
show of hands indicated strong support. Pastor will find
out more and report back to the council. He thanked
the congregation for the opportunity to serve and asked
if there were any areas for improvement. No feedback
was received.

Judy Behlke made a motion to accept the reports; Pat
Timmerman 2nd. Approved.

Elevator Update: Tom Behlke, Trustee reported on the
status of the elevator. Upon a second opinion, it
appears that we may be able to budget one-third to
one-half of the expected expense for upgrades.
However, the new upgrade requirements that were
expected have not yet been written into law and the
council will not take action until the law is implemented.
We have switched over to Larson Elevator for our
service agreement and will use them for any
repairs/upgrades, as they have come in well under
what we had been paying with Otis.

Treasurer’s Report:  Brenda Trisko, Treasurer
presented the year-end report of accounts for 2025.
She expressed gratitude to the congregation for their
generosity in meeting a stretch budget over and above.
She also thanked those serving with her on council and
encouraged people to consider serving. Brenda
highlighted building and general fund income and
expenses. Call for any questions or discussion.
Hearing none, Terrill Morical made a motion to approve
the 2025 financial report. Pat Timmerman 2nd.
Approved.

Approval of Budget for General and Building Fund:
Brenda presented the proposed budget for 2026. Call
for any questions or discussion. No discussion. Judy
Behlke made a motion to approve the 2026 Budget.
Pat Timmerman 2nd. Approved.

Unfinished Business: None

New Business: Erin called for New Business. No
New Business. She expressed his thanks to the
congregation and all who serve.

Adjourn - Tom Anderson motioned to adjourn the
meeting. Judy Behlke 2nd. Approved. Closed with the
Lord's Prayer.

Submitted: Kelli Wendel, Parish Assistant
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Grace Beyond
Our Doors

Next Meeting: Sunday, 6race Bevoqour Boors
March 8 following worship

We are looking for new members and new
ideas for mission - join us!

Upcoming Noisy Offerings:

March - West Central MN Car Care Program
April - open

May - Habitat for Humanity of Douglas County
June - open

Thank you Grace members for your donations.
Look at bulletin board by bathrooms for more

information on giving and the programs we
support.

Members Present: Annette Helder, Kathy Fynboh, Pat
Freese, Terrill Morical, Michelle Olsen & Diane Olson

Grace Snow Removal Sign Up
Please sign up as you are able to help.

We are in need of a few people to
cover March.

If you are able to help,
please call the office
or sign up on the sheet
outside of the office.

Thank You!

March’s Noisy Offering
Supports West Central MN
Car Care Program

48V, Noisy
| QOffermg

The Car Care Program serves Douglas,
Pope, Stevens & Ottertail counties. The
program was created in 2012.

The mission is to remove transportation
barriers for families & individuals that need a
helping hand. Whether through a repaired
vehicle, a donated car or the youth training
program, they exist to keep people moving
forward - literally & figuratively.

Their belief is honoring God by serving their
neighbors with compassion, kindness &
integrity.

They invest in high school students by
teaching them automotive repair through their
car care elective course. They also teach
automotive to the volunteers.

To date, the program has repaired over 1100
vehicles, utilizing volunteer labor. 550
vehicles have been donated since 2013.

The program now has two locations - one in
Alexandria and one in Fergus Falls.

They work closely with local businesses,
schools, churches & community
organizations as it takes all of us to keep
families thriving. Recently the program has
lost a great deal of their funding.

During worship on March 8, we will welcome
Chris Chisholm, Director of the Car Care
Program, to share more about their mission.
Please help us support this worthwhile
mission.

Join Us for
Quilting at Grace
Thursday,
March 5, 12, 19 & 26
9 am

Fund Balances as of 1/31/26:

General Fund $80,875.90

Building Fund $47,756.10

Christian Ed Fund $32,686.57
Mission Fund $15,152.16
Scholarship Fund $1,788.15

Grace Giving at a Glance
General Fund:

Giving February 1 $4,009.00
Giving February 8 $2,102.00
Giving February 15 $1,507.00
Giving February 22 $1,078.00
Coffee $60.40
Building Giving $170.00
Mission Giving $205.00
Noisy Offering $324.16
Camperships $20.00
Elevator $20.00
Sunday School $2.00
Thrivent Choice $22.00

Weekly General Fund Giving needed

to meet the budget = $3,000.00
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GRACE

Lois Backlund
Eric Magnuson
Shenae Morical
Dennis Freese
Easton Sayre
Cheryl Peterson
Dustin Pizel
Carole Westby
Cheryl Augdahl
Andrew Hefti
Gabe VanAlphen
Finley Anderson
Corbin Borgstrom
Alicia Meissner
Bob Reynolds
Larry Russell
Rocco Wagner
Brooklyn Daniels
Ann Anderson
Brock Wagner
Mary Wright
Richard Mohagen, llI
Blair Wagner
Devin Rusch
Beau Wagner
Wesley Lund
David Olsen
Jeron Buchholz
Kennedy Daniels

March Birthdays

; Faith

3 Pat Anderson 2
4 Sharone Denardo 3
4 Lee Nelson 4
7 Jeffrey Nelson 8
7 Larry Carlson 9
7 Harold Hanson 10
8 Mary Thorstad 10
8 Jessica Hanson 12
8 Carol Johnson 13
9 Ashley McGaffey 17
9 Marc Shores 17
9 Jamie Johnson 18
9 George Anderson 27
9 Barbara Burros 29
1 Alisa Henrichs 30
12 Rita Loftness 30
14 Roger Holtberg 31
14 Larissa Thorstad 31
15

16 GRACE (cont.)

juy
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Curt Pizel 23
17 Kasi Sieling 23
18 Steve Nelson 25
21 Dennis Preston 25
22 Laurie Johnson 29
23 Shane Bossert 31
23 Derek Meissner 31

March 11

March 18
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Meal: Grace Youth
Usher: Peg Okerlund, Terrill Morica
Musician: Annette Helder

Meal: Grace Youth
Usher: Peg Okerlund, Terrill Morica
Musician: Annette Helder

Meal: Grace Youth
Usher: Peg Okerlund, Terrill Morica
Musician: Joyce Engel

Maundy Thursday - Faith
Musician:

Usher:

Communion:

Good Friday (5 pm) - Grace:

Musician: Annette Helder
Song Leader: Tom Helder
Usher:

Good Friday (7 pm) - Faith:
Usher: Roger Bukkila
Sound Board:

March 2026 Grace Worship Assistants

March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 March 29
9am 9am 9am 9 am 9am
Communion Palm Sunday - Communion
Acolyte Tyler Breitkreutz Lane Hokanson | Violet Pikkaraine | Carter Swiontek Oliver Johnson
Reader Don Bakken Deegan Pikkaraine | Violet Pikkaraine | Kids Run Church [ Layla Mohagen
Tony & Mary Wright| ... . . . . . . Tony & Mary Wright
Ushers Peg Okerlund Pikkaraine Family |Pikkaraine Family| Kids Run Church Peg Okerlund
Communion Peg Okerlund Peg Okerlund
Servers Pat Freese
Coffee/ Pat Freese . . . . . . Toni Bitzan Toni Bitzan
Fellowship Pikkaraine Family |Pikkaraine Family Mary Wright Mary Wright
e Annette Helder Rebecca Heyn Joyce Engel Marcus Decker Karen Erickson
Tom Helder Heyn Family Kathy Fynboh Dan Olson Tom Helder

Altar Guild - DeAnn Satterlie & Pat Freese
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NEWSLETTER RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
320-834-4873
Grace Through Faith Ministries '
PO Box 7 NON PROFIT
Brandon MN 56315 U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT #10
® BRANDON MN 56315
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Orders are being taken
for Easter flowers.

The deadline for
ordering is March 10.

Please call or email the
church office if you would
like to order one in honor
or memory of a loved

one. You can also sign TR l : :": :‘: 20 R
47 up on the sheet on the | |\, (L1 & \fFusnsncconnsns
Easter Flowers table in the entry. wen |
Costs are: i ¥
1stemliies $17.00  Daffodils  $17.00 LU ACL, :’:],'U
3 stem lilies $37.00 Tulips $17.00 : : '

Begonias $20.00 Hyacinths ~ $20.00

Plants may also be brought from other sources
but let the office know how to acknowledge
them.




