m Worship Times
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VV@%SII}ISIP Worship online when you can’'t make

Visit

Channel 4 and Selective TV 21.4

- - Sunday, October 25
Confirmation SIS, TR e

H ! Confirmation for our 9th Grade Students is

Grace:

Jorja White Tristan Zastrow

Faith

Siri Johnson

Dates to Remember:

eSaturday, October 3 - Grace Fall Bazaar-9 amto 1 pm

eWednesday, October 14 -
Blood Drive at Faith - 12 to 6 pm
No Confirmation - MEA Break

eSaturday, October 24 - WELCA Conference 8 Fall Gathering -
At Grace - 8:15amto 1 pm

eSunday, October 25 - Affirmation of Baptism for 9th Graders

- Faith

it in person.

www.gracethroughfaithministries.com
and click on the LIVE STREAM button to watch.

planned for

Sunday, October 25. Please keep the following students
and their families in your prayers as they look to Affirm their
Baptism and take this important step in their faith journey!

Lilibelle Hokanson Layla Mohagen Marissa Sturges

Q_&

October
2026

Campus Locations:

Grace Lutheran
PO Box 7
Brandon, MN 56315

Faith Lutheran
526 State Street
Evansville, MN 56326

Pastor
Pastor Bradley Pearson

Hours:

9 am to noon Mon/Tues/Thurs - Faith
Noon - 2 pm Mon/Thurs - Grace
9 am to 2 pm Wed - Grace

Phone: 320-834-5179
Email: pastorbrad@gctel.net

Office-Grace

Kelli Wendel

Hours: 8:30 am - 4 pm T-TH
Phone: 320-524-2262

Email: grace@gctel.com

Office-Faith
Hours: Contact Pastor Brad
Phone: 218-948-2574

Email: faithic@gctel.com

Parish Council President
Lon Burgess
Phone: 320-266-8407

Grace Council President
Steffen Morical
Phone: 320-808-5828

Faith Council President
Bob Anderson
Phone: 701-260-4302

You are encouraged to
routinely check the
parish web & Facebook
pages to keep up to
date on any changes
with worship schedules
and activities.



Join us Wednesdays!

YO UTh Confirmation

Wednestday, October 7and 21 | Activifies S ?¢7f_5;§1:g5prr>nm
5:15 0 6 pm at Grace S

Ages 3 to Grade 6

Explore the Bible with Pastor Brad - _ _
invite a friend: No Confirmation October 14 - MEA BREAK

Come join the fun! Invite a friend - All are welcome!

Northwest Minnesota Synod Women of the ELCA
Conference 8 Fall Gathering

Saturday, October 24 -9 am to 1 pm
“Faith Without Works is Dead” James 2:17

Conference Schedule:

8:15-9am Coffee and Rolls
9am-12 pm Devotions, Prayer, Communion

Business Meeting

Speakers INTERNATIONAL HEALTH PARTNERS, U.S. & IHP-TZ
12 pm Lunch To Improve Healthcare in Tanzania

The Grace women are hosting the WELCA Conference 8 Fall Gathering on Saturday, October 24. All
women from Grace and Faith are invited to spend the morning with women from other churches in
our conference.

Join us for fellowship time, worship, singing, and to hear an inspiring mission presentation “Bringing Hope
and Healing to all of God's People” from International Health Partners/Tanzania speaker and founder, Paula
Lofstrom and her son David West. You may remember Paula and her husband who came some years ago to
Grace. They will update us on the medical facilities that have been built and how local staff are trained as
doctors and nurses to serve their people. You will also have the opportunity to give an offering and purchase
handmade artisan items from Tanzania. Our support helps bring medical miracles into the lives of our
brothers and sisters in Tanzania.

Pastor Julie Carlson of Peace and Grue Lutheran church in Ashby, will be leading us in devotions, prayers
and communion.

Sign-ups are on the table in the church entrance or call the church office by October 12. Registration is $20.

Fall Meeting Committee,

Kathy Boeddeker, Annette Helder, Jean Nelson, Michelle Olsen, Diane Olson, Pat Timmerman, Renee
Thompson



“A little child will lead them” — six famous words from Isaiah, chapter 11. And behind that
child, you'll find warm-hearted parents.

If you were in worship recently, you know | made a BIG forget ... a Baptism.

There are days I'm shocked | “made it” without a babysitter, chaperone, personal
assistant, lawyer, duct tape and a warrant for my arrest. But to forget someone’s Baptism,
was not only embarrassing, it was crushing.

In full panic, minutes before worship was to start, the Order of Service had to change;
music rerouted; Baptismal Font and banner readied; plus, | had to cool my conversation
with God. Really cool my conversation!!!

Those who knew of my “going into cardiac arrest” mode, jumped in to help. Unfortunately,
no one offered wine or to preach. | was assured everything would be fine. Oh me, of very
little, little faith!

How did | let this happen? I've never done this before.

With the flurry of my running around (and a quick jaunt back to the parsonage), the family
remained calm. They chose to be patient and kind.

Embracing the situation, | was immediately drawn to and indebted to the family's
peaceable spirit. What could have easily been uncomfortable, became a gift of Jesus.

Every day we're faced with choices — how we'll respond; what we’ll say and do. Will we
hit the panic button; heat the fire of frustration; or breathe soothing grace?

At the center of all the commotion was a beautiful little girl — unaware of my absent
mindedness or the power of love. | have no doubt if she hears the story of her Baptism,
she’'ll already know how to make good choices ... her parents are the best role models!

May we learn to do the same.

One choice at a time — because we choose to love and are grateful to be forgiven.
See You in Worship!

Pastor Brad

Pastoral Care
If you, a family member or friend of yours is sick, hospitalized, having or going to be having surgery or
have any other concerns needing pastoral care - please call the Church Office: Faith at 218-948-2574
or Grace at 320-524-2262 and the Parish Assistant will contact Pr. Bradley. After hours, Pastor can be
reached at the parsonage 320-834-5179.
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Faith Lutheran Council Meeting Minutes
Sunday, September 20, 2026

Council Members Present: Diane Bukkila, Doug
Alvstad, LeAnn Strand, and Warren Erickson

Guests Present:
Candi Steer

Pastor Bradley Pearson and

Council started the meeting with Thanksgivings.

The meeting was called to order by Doug Alvstad.
LeAnn moved to approve the Agenda. Diane
seconded. Motion carried.

Diane moved to approve the August minutes.
Warren seconded. Motion carried.

Visitors Report: Nothing to report.

Treasurer’s Report:

The Treasurer's Report was presented and
reviewed. Warren made a motion to approve the
report. LeAnn seconded. Motion carried.

Pastor’s Report:

Discussed Club Bible, which started September 16
for children ages 3 - 6th grade. Club Bible meets
at Grace on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each
month for kids from both congregations.

New Hymnals: We'll begin using “Hymns for the
Family of God”. Hymnals have been donated.

Old Business:

Sidewalk Repair (back of building) — tabled until
next meeting.

New answering machine in place — will report next
month on how it is working.

New Business:

October Noisy Offering: LeAnn made a motion to
designate October’s noisy offering to Someplace
Safe. Warren seconded. Motion carried.

Discussed Fall Dinner: Sunday, November 8, after
worship. Menu will include soup, sandwiches and
pie. Freewill donation.

Snow removal for the upcoming season was
discussed. We'll be following up with the
same individuals that cleared snow last year
to see if they'll be willing to do so again this
year.

Piano Maintenance: There are issues with
the keys sticking on the piano in the
Fellowship Hall. We’'ll contact Jay Mercer to
fix this and tune all pianos.

Next Meeting Date: Sunday, October 11 at
11:30 am

Pastor Brad closed the meeting with a
prayer.

Meeting was adjourned by Doug Alvstad
Respectfully submitted: LeAnn Strand

Bible Studies:
Mondays
7:00 pm
Tuesdays
Men's: 6:30 am
Wwomen's: 9:00 am

BIBLE STUDIES/PRAYER & SHARE

Prayer& Prayer and Share is
. an informal gathering

Share: of Faith members to
Thursdavs visit, share concerns
9:30 amy and pray. This group

is open to everyone
(men and women).
Come for coffee,
conversation and end
with prayer for people

Faith Lutheran
Fellowship Hall

within the
congregation and
community

Fund Balances as of 8/31/26:

General Fund $54,682.15
Building Fund $22,204.53
Benevolence Fund $8,427.16
Faith Ministries Fund $21,272.68
Scholarship Fund  $5,171.72

As of 8/31/2026
General Fund Giving: $82,361.57
General Fund Expenses: $81,775.83
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Faith's
Nois
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Because October is “Domestic Violence Awareness
Month®, we're supporting Someplace Safe. This amazing
group works to create safer communities in west central
Minnesota by providing domestic abuse, sexual violence,
general crime advocacy and parenting time services.

[n 2025:

e 4,076 clients in our area were served
e $15,700 thrift store vouchers to victims and

survivors

e 1,178 nights of safety for 168 adults and children in
short term emergency placement

2,609 protection orders completed

20,270 personal advocacy and accompaniment
28,419 emotional support and safety services
9,197 emergency financial assistance

2,206 individuals assisted with safety planning

American Red Cross

Every 2 seconds, someone
in the U.S. needs blood.

ve blosd
H%/? save Uies.

Blood Drive
Faith Lutheran Church

526 State Street - Evansville

Wednesday, October 14, 2026

12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

’lease call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and
enter: Faith Lutheran Church to schedule an appointment.

Fall into the habit of donating! Get a $15 a-glft card
when you come to glve blood Sept. 21-Oct. 18.

The food pantry comes
to Evansville the 2™
Tuesday of every month
from 11:30 am to 1 pm at
the Evansville City Hall.

How Can | Help?
eVolunteers are needed
to help people register,
shop, carry groceries
etc.

eThe pantry will accept donations of
non-perishable  food or garden
produce. If you have something to
donate, please bring it the 2" Tuesday
of the month while the mobile unit is in
town.

ePass the word on to anyone that might
need these services.

Any further questions? Contact city hall
or one of the volunteers.

October 2026 Faith Worship Assistants

October 4 October 11 October 18 October 25
10:30 AM -Faith 10:30 AM -Faith 10:30 AM - Faith 10:30 AM - Faith
Communion Communion
Sound/Video Larry Carlson Sandy Alvstad Brad Anderson Heidi Johnson
Reader Brad Anderson Kelly Smith Karen Howell Angie Baker
Ushers Elise LeMay Family Doug Alvstad David Jante Larry Carlson
Communion
Jenell Week Warrgn or Deb
Servers Erickson

ITIH4—2>T7T1 ITOr>rmox-—H4HCO Z0—uun-—X%f<Z



Grace Lutheran Church Minutes - 9/9/26

Grace Members Present: Don Bakken, Tom Behlke, Steffen
Morical, Tina Pikkaraine, Clem Roers, Dawson Staples,
Renee Thompson

Guests Present: Pastor Bradley Pearson, Kelli Wendel

L
Church

Council

Steffen called the meeting to order.  Clem motioned to approve the
agenda as ammended. Tom 2nd. Approved.

VISITOR REPORTS: None

PASTORAL REPORT: Pastor Brad shared that all but one family
responded to his request for input on Sunday School plans. Based
upon information he received from families, we will be trying
something new with “Ciub Bible" meeting on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays for kids age 3 to Grade 6. 5th and 6th Graders will meet
with Pastor and volunteers will work with other age groups.
Confirmation orientation was this evening and went well. Discussed
new points system and parents/students given expectations and
important dates.

Pastor had Viking Garage Door out to repair parsonage garage doors.
They recommended two other items to be completed. Clem will check
it out.

Pastor will be having some people share their messages of faith
during worship sometime soon.

A number of people from Grace will be helping serve for Pastor
Steve's funeral.

SECRETARY’'S REPORT: Tina motioned to approve minutes as
presented. Don 2nd. Approved.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Kelli presented financials. Under
budgeted giving for the month. We lost headway, but are still slightly
above budget year-to-date. Expenses still trending slightly under
budget, was some savings with custodial position not being filled for
the summer. Kelli shared that Old National Bank is wanting to charge
for our dormant expense account, Steffen made a motion to close the
account and move the $250 back to General Fund in main checking
account; Tom 2nd. Approved. Kelli also brought up fundraising
accounts (Bazaar, Men's Dinner, Summerfest, etc.). She would like to
re-organize chart of accounts before year end — will discuss at next
council meeting. Don made a motion to approve Treasurer's Report.
Renee 2nd. Approved.

OLD BUSINESS:
*Rally Sunday: Erin making rolls. Pikkaraine family serving. Tina has
games and helpers ready.

*Nominating Committee/Council Positions: VP - Steffen Morical;
Treasurer — Erin Okerlund; Deacon — Mary Burgess; Trustee — Open;

Board of Ed - Open. Keep visiting with people about filling open roles.
Will send to Nominating Committee soon.

*Worship Times Survey: Discussed the results of survey. We had 48
responses and a handful of email responses and verbal input.
Decision was made to stay the course with 9 am and review later if it is
not working out well. Council asked Pastor Brad to communicate if
things become too challenging. If it does, then this will be re-directed
to Parish Council.

-Evenly split between 8:30 and 9 (example of comments
for 9 am were that it is better during the winter and is
better when family or friends are visiting)

-Several people expressed frustration that Faith did not
bring this up with Parish Council as it impacts both
congregations

-Worship Attendance (2 — Work Conflict/18 — Activity
Conflict/5 — Go south/Family or friends conflictout of
town

-Online viewing (6 — Always, 23 - Occasionally, 6 -
Never)

-What Else?
*Pastor Brad does a great job.

*Should we explore having 1 Saturday evening service
and 1 Sunday service to see if it would impact getting
young families to church?

*| appreciate Pastor's message every week — he makes
it so relatable.

*What about if we went at 10:30 and Faith was earlier?
*Thanks for the sincere dedication of staff!
*It's great!

*Will there be a choir once in a while? Perhaps on
holidays?

*Really dislike 8:30 timeframe.

NEW BUSINESS:

*Fall Bazaar: Saturday, October 3. Sign-up sheets are
out and online. Encourage new people to get involved
and learn the ropes.

«Set_Date for Congregational Meeting in November:
Sunday, November 22

sPastor Steve Junker Memorial: Pastor would like Grace
to send a memorial to Chippewa in memory of Pastor
Steve. Don made a motion to send $300 memorial;
Renee 2nd. Approved.

*WELCA Fall Gathering: = The Women of Grace are
hosting on Saturday, October 24 from 8:15 am to 1 pm
for Conference 8 women.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
DEACON'S REPORT: None

BOARD OF EDUCATION: None
TRUSTEE'S REPORT: Looking at water softener issue.
NEXT MEETING DATE: Wednesday, October 14, 8 pm

Clem motioned to adjourn. Tina 2nd. Closed with the
Lord's Prayer.

Submitted by: Kelli Wendel, Parish Assistant
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Grace Fall Bazaar - Saturday, October 3

Alone we can do co liftle, together we can do co much.

H. Keller

The Fall Bazaar is almost here - October 3. Please
consider donating your time for helping out; donating
toward supplies, baking for the bake sale or a few
hours to serve in the kitchen.

Thank you for your support of this fundraising event.

Don't forget:

Sell your raffle tickets & return the stubs and
money to church by Friday, October 2

Bake some treats for the bake sale

Sign up for work shifts if you are able to help
out.

Fund Balances as of 8[31[26:

General Fund
Building Fund
Christian Ed Fund $38,984.97
Mission Fund
Scholarship Fund $3,488.15

$98,379.86
$37,745.7

$15,208.76

Grace Giving at a Glance
General Fund:
Giving August 23 $1,652.00
Giving August 30 $2,969.00
Giving September 6 $4,161.95
Giving September 13 $2,184.00
Giving September 20 $2,041.00
Giving September 27 TBD
Coffee $51.26
Building Giving $252.00
Mission Giving $230.00
World Hunger $20.00
Lutheran World Relief $20.00
Bazaar $639.00
Bible Fund $148.00
Weekly General Fund Giving needed
to meet the budget = $3,000.00

October’s Noisy Offering -
International Health
Partners - Tanzania

IHP- TZ provides healthcare for those that
need it most in Tanzania. After turning over
their last project at Zinga to local control, they
have purchased land and started building a
new medical center in the town of Chihoni.
IHP has built an outpatient medical center and
continues with other medical facilities as they
raise funds. We have been supporting their
work for many years and have invited the
director, Paula Lofstrom and her son David
West to speak to the women of the ELCA fall
conference, which will be held at Grace on
Oct. 24,

IHP-TZ hires and trains local residents to work
at their facilities in jobs ranging from guards to
nurses and Dr's so the projects are
sustainable once all the buildings are
completed. If you are interested in their work,
check out their website at ihptz.org.

Their monthly newsletters give very detailed
updates of their building projects and exactly
how much money is needed for certain items.

Current needs are:

1. $67,089 to finish the walls and the roof of
the women and child’'s health building

2. $22,500 for the anesthesia and cautery
machines to do emergency C-Sections.

3. $41,400 to finish the Eye Center, Dental
Center, and Hearing Center.

They ask for your prayers and continued
support to help provide medical resources to
those in need.

O-D

Join Us for

Quilting at Grace

Thursday,

October 8, 15, 22 and 29

9 am

Grace Beyond Our Doors E V’ﬂﬁ

Next meeting is, October
11 following worship. All are welcome.

We are planning for missions in 2027. If
you have any ideas please let one of us
know so we can consider in our planning
for offering collections. Thank you, all,
for your generous giving to our missions
projects.

Upcoming Noisy Offerings:

October: International Health Partners,
Tanzania

November: Veterans

December: TBD
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GRACE

Don Pennie

Allison Sturges
Tristan Zastrow
John Black

Taylor Dingwall
Clara Wirtjes

Jim Augdahl
Chelsea Gasser
Peggy Okerlund
Tonya Breitkreutz
Christopher Vinson
JJ Rossum

Juleen Goble
Deegan Pikkaraine
Landon Stich
Madeline Stich
Heather Mohagen
Emrie Goble

Stella Hintermeister
Blake Satterlie
Reese Hintermeister
Yvonne Hermanson
Clem Roers

Cohen Reiland
Jayse Meissner
Jaclyn Sayre

ber

Birthdays {

Grace (cont.)

1 John Anderson
1 Kathy Fynboh
2 Marissa Sturges
3 Kelli Wendel
3 Jordan Lund
3 Kay Black
5 Dianna Santjer
5 Michelle Olsen
6 Oliver Johnson
8 Jean Esala
8
; Faith
11 David Jante
1 Marilyn Bah
11 Geri Burros
15 Meagan Steffenson
16 Randy Jacobson
17 Dale Alstead
17 Joyce Hanson
18 Judith Cress
19 Galea Jacobson
20 Heidi Johnson
21
23
23

24
25
25
25
26
27
27
28
30
30

\
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“You J

Thank you to the Grace Chure
family for the prayers durin
my back surgery and rehab.
am sure they helped to make .
a success. ] continue to gai
strength and mobility.

Your Friend in Chris
Gene Serb

Wﬁ’%@%’@@%@% RN

Fall Bazaar

Grace Lutheran Church
205 Central Avenue, Brandon, MN

9amto 1 pm

Bake Sale
Produce Wagon

Raffle

Quilt, Themed Gift Baskets,
Gift Certificates, & more!
Raffle Tickets For Sale
$3 each or 6 for $15.00

RIGTR® &

R TRET P

Grace Worship Assistants

October 4 October 11 October 18 October 25
8:30 am 9am 9am 9 am
Communion Confirmation - Communion
Acolyte Tristan Zastrow Grayson Elmer Lilibelle Hokanson Lane Hokanson
Reader Kasi Sieling Tom Anderson Pam Mickelson
Ushers Selling Family Hintermeister Families Tom Anderson
Dan Anderson
. Allie Staples Pam Mickelson
Communion Servers DeAnn Satterlie
Coffee/ Allie Staples Hintermeister Families Tom & BreAnn Pam Mickelson
Fellowship DeAnn Satterlie Anderson
Musicians Annette Helder Rebecca Heyn Joyce Engel Marcus Decker
Tom Helder Heyn Family Kathy Fynboh Dan Olson

Altar Guild -DeAnn Satterlie and Pat Freese
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NEWSLETTER

Grace Through Faith Ministries
PO Box 7
Brandon MN 56315

e s ape s
Fall Bazaar

Grace Lutheran Church
205 Central Avenue, Brandon, MN

9amto1 pm

Soup, Sandwiches and Pie
Bake Sale
Produce Wagon
Raffle

Quilt, Themed Gift Baskets,
Gift Certificates, & more!
Raffle Tickets For Sale
$3 each or 6 for $15.00

e SRR

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
320-834-4873

NON PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT #10
BRANDON MN 56315

American Red Cross

Every 2 seconds, someone
in the U.S. needs blood.

Gve bbrod
He@ﬂ save &'w;.

Blood Drive
Faith Lutheran Church

526 State Street - Evansville

Wednesday, October 14, 2026
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and
enter: Faith Lutheran Church to schedule an appointment.

O A0 Dapya
§  Fall Into the habit of donating! Get & $15 e-gift card BSTS1
[} when you come to give blood Sept. 21-Oct. 18. g\_ A
Bew e ae e b :..". wa,

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | RedCrossBlood org | Download the Blood Doror App



