Grace Throull® Faith Ministries

Growing Togetherjod’s Love to Serve Others
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Worship Times
Starting September 13

9 am - Grace 10:30 am - Faith

WOR
. Worship online when you can’'t make it in person.
with Us P N P
L) N A/ . e
. O sV www.gracethroughfaithministries.com

and click on the LIVE STREAM button to watch.

Those without computer/internet access can watch at 8 am daily on Gardonville TV
Channel 4 and Selective TV 21.4

Dates to Remember :

September 7: Offices Closed - Labor Day
September 13: New Worship Times:

Grace 9 am and Faith 10:30 am

Rally Sunday - Sunday School Starts

Blessing the Backpacks

3rd Graders Receive Bibles
Rolls/Coffee and Games at Grace
Pulled Pork/Sloppy Joes at Faith

September 9: Confirmation Orientation

September 16: Confirmation Begins
Club Bible Meets at Grace

September 24: Lefse Workday (Grace)
September 26: Lefse Workday (Grace)
September 27: Bazaar Lefse and Donut Order Deadline

!K(

September
2026

Campus Locations:

Grace Lutheran

PO Box 7

Brandon, MN 56315
www.gracethroughfaithministries.com

Faith Lutheran

526 State Street

Evansville, MN 56326
www.gracethroughfaithministries.com

Pastor
Pastor Bradley Pearson

Hours:

9 am to noon Mon/Tues/Thurs - Faith
Noon - 2 pm Mon/Thurs - Grace

9 amto 2 pm Wed - Grace

Phone: 320-834-5179
Email: pastorbrad@gctel.net

Office-Grace

Kelli Wendel

Hours: 8:30 am - 4 pm T-TH
Phone: 320-524-2262

Email: grace@actel.com

Office-Faith
Hours: Contact Pastor Brad
Phone: 218-948-2574

Email: faithic@gctel.com

Parish Council President
Lon Burgess
Phone: 320-266-8407

Grace Council President
Steffen Morical
Phone: 320-808-5828

Faith Council President
Bob Anderson
Phone: 701-260-4302

You are encouraged to
routinely check the
parish web & Facebook
pages to keep up to
date on any changes
with worship schedules
and activities.



Join us Wednesdays!

YO UTh Confirmation

T Gr.7-8: 6-6:45

Wednestay, September 16 | Activities or 9. 727:45 P
5:15 to 6 pm at Grace Grace

Ages 3 to Grade 6

Explore the Bibie with Pastor Brad -

Come join the fun! Invite a friend - All are welcome!

MEETING
Confirmation Orientation Meetings:

Invite a friend! Starts Wednesday, September 16
&QCONHRMATlox\@ A BI@SSlng 0f the

Backpacks

September 13 is Rally Sunday!

7th - 9" Grade Bring your kids to worship with their
Wednesday, September 9 school backpacks and we'll “Bless
Watch your email for an update on times. the Backpacks” during the ‘Word

with the Children’.
We hope to see you in worship!

This is for both parents AND students.
Please mark your calendars & make plans to attend.

172 Club Bible!

We're trying something new at Grace this fall. Kids 3 years old through
6" Grade will meet twice a month, on the 1%t and 3™ Wednesday, 5:15
to 6 pm. We have volunteers lined up to help; Pastor Brad will work
with the 5" and 6" Graders. Our sister parish, Faith, is invited to
participate and this will be open to the community. Questions or
comments? Please talk with Tina Pikkariane or Pastor Brad.

Confirmation Requirements

Students in Grades 7-9 meet Wednesday evenings with Pastor Brad. Students will take
turns serving as acolytes, readers, ushers and various service projects during the year.
Worship attendance is also a requirement of confirmation. Other expectations will be
discussed during the orientation meeting - please be sure to attend.



Pain hurts.
It's uncomfortable; can be debilitating; it tells us something’s wrong.
It also teaches.

Early June, | woke up to excruciating pain on my left side. Unable to get out of bed, | was
dumbstruck to what was happening. | couldn't think — all | wanted to do was “get downstairs”.

Four doctors, four different opinions and several failed medications later, I'm nestled in an MRI
talking with God. Keeping my eyes shut, I'm hoping somewhere between God and the machine
I'll find an answer to what's making me wobble, wince, twist and turn day and night.

It's a toss up, what's more “painful” the pain or not having satisfactory, understandable answers.

Much to my surprise, when | was the most frustrated with differing opinions and asking for
stronger medications, that's when pain started teaching her best lessons.

| was reminded what two childhood friends taught me. One is a doctor, another, an intensive
care neo-natal nurse. What they do is the “practice of medicine”. There’s never a guarantee or
a “for sure”. Doctors don't know everything!

For all the expectations | had, | never thought to pray ahead of my visits, asking God to give my
providers guidance and discernment; to watch over those working in labs, using scans,
machines and checking patients in and out of their appointments.

Gratitude goes a long way. Whether it was after my vitals were taken; blood work done; after
the MRI or every appointment; | made sure to say, “Thank You!” Not only is this something |
need to say and write more of, but | realized gratitude is part of our health. Even when we're
uncomfortable, to find someone to compliment is gift.

Pain teaches empathy — a compassion to be present without the temptation to advise that one
“should do this or that’. A quiet presence becomes a needed shelter. It's enough to love and
listen. Oh, if we'd listen more!

My best conversations with God have been when I'm at my wit's end. When | know I'm not in
the driver’s seat and can never handle the steering wheel.

It's those moments | feel most at peace. I'm small enough to know my BIG God is in control.
God didn't cause my pain but is using it to bless, teach and change me into a better person,
husband and servant.

See you in Worship!

Thank You everyone for your financial offerings this summer! Whether you put it in the Offering
plate or mailed it in, “Thank You!” for helping care for your church!

Pastor Brad

Pastoral Care

if you, a family member or friend of yours is sick, hospitalized, having or going to be having surgery or
have any other concerns needing pastoral care - please call the Church Office: Faith at 218-948-2574
or Grace at 320-524-2262 and the Parish Assistant will contact Pr. Bradley. After hours, Pastor can be
reached at the parsonage 320-834-5179.
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Faith Lutheran Council Meeting Minutes
Sunday, August 9, 2026

Council Members_Present: Bob Anderson, Diane Bukkila, Doug
Alvstad, LeAnn Strand, and Warren Erickson Guests Present:
Pastor Bradiey Pearson, Candi Steer, and Larry Carlson

Council started the meeting with Thanksgivings.

The meeting was called to order by Doug Alvstad. Bob
moved to approve the Agenda. Warren seconded.
Motion carried.

Bob moved to approve the July minutes. Diane

seconded. Motion carried.

Visitors Report: Larry Carlson asked the Council to
consider adjusting Faith’'s worship time to 10:45 am or
keep at 10:30 am instead of moving back to 11:00 am
when summer hours are over in September.
Discussion was held and Diane made a motion to keep
the service time at 10:30 am year-round. Warren
seconded. Motion carried. Larry left the meeting.

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer's Report was
presented and reviewed. Bob made a motion to
approve the report. Diane seconded. Motion carried.

LeAnn made a motion to take $1,000 out of the Events
fund to give to Lutheran Disaster Relief Fund. Bob
seconded. Motion carried.

Pastor’s Report: Education ministry was discussed
and samples of curriculum/children bulletin handouts
were provided.

“Rally Sunday”, September 13, details were discussed
and will be finalized.

Old Business:
Sidewalk repair in back of church — Bob will follow up
with Dale Alstead on the status.

New Business:

Answering machine in church office hasn’'t been
working correctly. We'll have Gardonville look into the
issues. Consideration of getting a cell phone for Pastor
to carry in place of the answering machine was
discussed.

September Noisy Offering will go to Lutheran World
Relief (health and school kits) to partner with Grace
Lutheran.

Questions were raised about lawn mowing and snow
removal at the parsonage. Bob will add this to the
agenda at the next joint Parish Council meeting.

Next Meeting: Sunday, September 20 at 11:30 am
Pastor Brad closed the meeting with a prayer.

Meeting was adjourned by Doug Alvstad
Respectfully submitted: LeAnn Strand

Noi
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Faith’s September Noisy Offering

Monetary gifts will support Lutheran
World Relief for health and school
kits. This is a joint project with
Grace Lutheran.

Bible Studies:
Mondays
7:00 pm
Tuesdays
Men’'s: 6:30 am
Women's: 9:00 am

BIBLE STUDIES/PRAYER & SHARE

Prayer and Share is
an informal gathering
of Faith members to
visit, share concerns
and pray. This group
is open to everyone
men and women).
Come for coffeg,
conversation and end
with prayer for people

Prayer &
Share:

Thursdays
9:30 am

Faith Lutheran
Fellowship Hall

within the
congregation and
community

Fund Balances as of 7/31/26:

General Fund $53,829.96
Building Fund $22,104.53 <\
Benevolence Fund $7,859.25
Faith Ministries Fund $21,378.58
Scholarship Fund  $5,171.72

As of 7/31/2026
General Fund Giving: $72,644.27
General Fund Expenses: $72,830.27
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Introduction and Early Ministry
O Day 1: Matthew 1-2

D Day 2: Luke 1-2

O Day 3: Matthew 3, Mark 1
O Day4:John1

0O Day 5: Matthew 4; Luke 3

O Day6: John 2-3

O Day 7: Matthew 5

Jesus’ Early Ministry Continues
O Day 8: Matthew 6

D Day 9: Matthew 7

‘D Day10:John 4

7D Day 11: Mark 2; Luke 4

) Day12:John 5

O Day 13: Matthew 8, Mark 3
O Day14: Luke S

Teachings and Miracles

O Day 15: Matthew 9; Mark 4
O Day 16: Luke 6

O Day 17: Matthew 10

O Day 18: Mark 5; Luke 7

O Day 19: Matthew 11; John 6
O Day 20: Matthew 12; Mark 6
O Day 21: Luke 8

Further Teachings and Challenges

2 Day 22: Matthew 13; John 7
7 Day 23: Matthew 14; Mark 7
2 Day 24: Luke 9; John 8

D Day 25: Matthew 15; Mark 8
O Day 26: John 9-10

O Day 27: Luke 10-11

+) Day 28: Matthew 16, Mark 9

Toward the Passion

O Day 29: Matthew 17, Luke 12
7 Day 30: Matthew 18; John 11
D Day 31: Luke 13-14

3 Day 32: Matthew 19; Mark 10

D Day 33:Luke 15
D Day 34:John 12, Matthew 20
J Day 35: Mark 11; Luke 16

Path to the Cross
) Day 36: Luke 17-18; John 13

) Day 37: Matthew 21; Mark 12

O Day 38: Luke 19; John 14

D Day 39: Matthew 22; Mark 13

O Day 40: Luke 20; John 15-16

O Day 41: Matthew 23; Mark 14

O Day 42: Luke 21-22; john 17

The Passion and Resurrection
O Day 43: Matthew 24-25; John 18
O Day 44: Matthew 26; Mark 15; John 19
O Day 45: Matthew 27-28; Mark 16;

Luke 23-24; john 20-21

Rally Day at Faith!

September 13 will be a fun day of
worship with a meal afterwards.
Come early for coffee, it's ready
at 9:45 am. Worship at 10:30
followed by lunch at 11:30 -
pulled pork sandwiches and

sloppy joes for the kids.

The food pantry comes
to Evansville the 2"
Tuesday of every month
from 11:30 am to 1 pm at
the Evansville City Hall.

How Can | Help?
eVolunteers are needed
to help people register,
shop, carry groceries
etc.

eThe pantry will accept donations of
non-perishable food or garden
produce. If you have something to
donate, please bring it the 2" Tuesday
of the month while the mobile unit is in
town.

ePass the word on to anyone that might
need these services.

Any further questions? Contact city hall
or one of the volunteers.

September 2026 Faith Worship Assistants

September 6 September 13 September 20 September 27
10:30 AM -Faith 10:30 AM -Faith 10:30 AM - Faith 10:30 AM - Faith
Communion Communion
Sound/Video Larry Carlson Sandy Alvstad Brad Anderson Heidi Johnson
Reader Deb Berry Candi Steer Rita Loftness Angie Baker
Ushers Brad Anderson Roger Bukkila Dennis Anderson David Jante
Communion .
Bob Anderson Vicki Carlson
Servers
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Grace Lutheran Church Minutes - 8/12/26

Grace Members Present: Don Bakken, Tom Behlke, Steffen
Morical, Tina Pikkaraine, Clem Roers, Dawson Staples

Guests Present: Pastor Bradley Pearson, Kelli Wendel

Council
Tina motioned to approve the
agenda as ammended. Dawson 2nd. Approved.

Steffen called the meeting to order.

VISITOR REPORTS: None

PASTORAL REPORT: Pastor Brad shared that Faith council made
the decision to keep their worship at 10:30 am year-round. This will
cause there to be a shorter amount of time for Pastor Brad to transition
between services. Discussion took place on the history of worship
time discussions; council decided to have Kelli send out a quick survey
of congregational members to see if there were strong feelings toward
keeping worship at 9 am or if we should move it to 8:30 to allow the
necessary time between services for travel and being available for a
short amount of time for those who want/need to connect with Pastor.
Kelli will send out the survey and will make calls to follow up
depending upon participation. Decision will be made prior to Rally
Sunday.

Pastor Brad shared with council the work he has been doing in
regards to Sunday School and Confirmation Classes. A letter was
sent out to the Sunday School aged families looking for their input and
commitment. Only two responses so far. Pastor Brad will reach out to
those who did not respond.

Changes are also planned for Confirmation Classes. He shared how
he hopes these changes will help - he has been saddened and
frustrated with how things have been going the past few years. This
year, parents will be required to participate - this is in an effort to
ensure the kids are listening and being respectful during their time in
class. Pastor will no longer require worship notes, but there will be
weekly assignments. Students will accrue points based upon their
participation and worship attendance. There will be so many points
needed to move forward on a path to getting confirmed. It is hoped
that this will help with accountability in both the students and parents.
These changes will be addressed as part of the orientation meeting.
Tina will be working on tracking and communication with the families.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Tom motioned to approve minutes as
presented. Clem 2nd. Approved.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Kelli presented financials. Slightly under
budget in giving for the month, but nothing to be too concerned with at
this time. Expenses still trending slightly under budget, was some
savings with custodial position not being filled for the summer. Kelli
shared some issues receiving invoices in the mail for our propane
contract through CHS and asked for permission to process the
balanced billing electronically instead of cutting a physical check. Don
made a motion to approve automatic payments for CHS billing. Tina
2nd. Approved.

OLD BUSINESS:

Summerfest Breakfast: Freewill offering of $1,614.50 was received
less expenses of $927.97 ($250 Thrivent Action Team was used to
help with this) = $891.53 raised.

*Custodian Position: Pat Timmerman has agreed to serve in this role.
Tina made a motion to hire Pat for the position up to 5 hours per week.
Don 2nd. Approved.

NEW BUSINESS:

*Rally Sunday: Rally Sunday will be September 13. We
will have rolls and fruit for fellowship and there will be
games and activities for the kids. Tina will coordinate
helpers and games.

+ldeas for Nominating Committee: It is time to begin
thinking of candidates for next year's council. We are in

need of the following members: VP, Treasurer, Deacon,
Trustee and Board of Education. Council is encouraged
to visit with people who would be good in these positions
to see if they are interested in serving. Nominating
Committee will be getting together soon to begin calling.

«Confirmation/Youth Concerns:  There were three
families of confirmation aged students who contacted
Steffen and Dawson with concerns and ideas for
confirmation and youth programming. Discussion took
place on the stated concerns and what has been taking
place in the past. With the new ideas that Pastor and
the Board of Education are looking to implement, it was
felt that a number of these concerns were being looked
at. The council affirmed their trust in Pastor Brad to
provide leadership for the spiritual education of the
congregation. They will continue to monitor progress
with new changes throughout the year. Council also
supported Pastor and the Board of Ed with more
accountability among students/parents of confirmation
students to meet the requirements for confirmation and
that students will not be confirmed if they are not putting
in the effort to meet the basic requirements.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
DEACON'S REPORT: None

BOARD OF EDUCATION: VBS went well. Planning
continues for start of school year.

TRUSTEE'S REPORT: None

NEXT MEETING DATE: Wed., September 9 - 8 pm
Don motioned to adjourn. Dawson 2nd. Closed with the
Lord's Prayer.

Submitted by: Kelli Wendel, Parish Assistant

Grace Giving at a Glance
General Fund:
Giving August 2 $3,307.36
Giving August 9 $2,875.95
Giving August 16 $3,123.00
Giving August 23 TBD
Giving August 30 TBD
Coffee $69.00
Building Giving $50.00
Mission Giving $282.00
Thrivent Choice $248.00
Bazaar $m.oo
Summerfest Breakfast $1,374.50

Weekly General Fund Giving needed
to meet the budget = $3,000.00
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Our Fall Bazaar is October 3

Many hands will make light work.

Work schedules and sign-up sheets are
on the table by the office. Come help
learn how to make donuts or lefse - no
experience needed.

o Lefse Workdays:
Thursday, September 24

Saturday, September 26
e Donut Worship:
Friday, October 2
Reminder to sell your raffle tickets. We
have a beautiful quilt and lovely themed
baskets.

Thanks for all you do.

Fall Bazaar Committee

Grace Beyond Our Doors

G fat =
“%’4{ ®

NeXt meeting isl Grace navn ur Iinors
September 13, 2026. All are welcome.

——

Grace Beyond Our Doors wants to thank Grace
members for their generous giving to the mission
fund. We are always looking for new missions to
support. Let us know if you have something to
recommend.

Upcoming Noisy Offerings:

September: Lutheran World Relief Health & School
Kits

October: International Health Partners, Tanzania
November: Veterans

December: TBD

Join Us for
Quilting at Grace
Thursday,
September 10 and 17

9 am

PLEASE NOTE NEW WORSHIP TIMES

WORSHIP TIMES BEGIN
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

Crace Lutheran - 9 am
Faith Lutheran - 10:30 am

Thank you to all who took the time to
respond to the council’'s quick survey about
worship times. The results were evenly
split, so at this time, we are planning on
keeping worship times at 9 am. The council
will have further discussion and monitor
how things are working moving into
fall/winter and will revisit later if need be.

Steffen Morical, Grace Council President

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 9 AM

DONUT
WORKDAY

Fund Balances as of 7/31/26:
General Fund $96,488.00

Building Fund $36,355.17
Christian Ed Fund $38,112.89
Mission Fund $14,871.76
Scholarship Fund $3,488.15
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Congrats to
3rd Graders
Receiving Bibles
GRACE Faith Sunday, September 13
Lon Burgess 3 Aiden Nelson 18 Randy Fletcher 2
Carrigan Okerlund 4 Haley Stomberg 18 Allen Howell 2 Grace:
Penelope Anderson 9 Jon Dingwall 19 Bob Anderson 3
Faith Hokanson 9 Courtney Hinz 20 | Bob Flenrchs ; Jackson Mohagen
Dezmond White 9 Tyler Breitkreutz 21 Hudson Traphaagen
Adam Wirties 10 Diane Vinson 21 | Arlou Ohren i phag
AlexWities 10 AshiynElmer 22 | Eraelynn Shores ! ,
X VY y . Brad Anderson 12 Faith:
Heidi Elmer 11 Jennifer Froemming 23 Warren Erickson 13 —_—
Ryan W_h|te . 11 Don Wagper 23 e 13 Rams ey LeMay
Kaleb Pikkaraine 12  Todd Morical 24 Mary Johnson 15
Eric Satterlie 12 Kathy Brethorst 25 Susan Anderson 16 _ _ _
Tanner Hinz 13 Mary Rossum 25 | Daryl Johnson 17 | There will be a special offering
Brittany Peterson 13  Breann Anderson 26 Irene Jones 17 | taken during the service for the
Tom Helder 14 Dawson Staples 27 | Sandy Alvstad 22 | Bible fund. Members who want
Kya Jesnowski 15 Lori Lee 28 Dennis Anderson 23 :
EmmaNelson 15 DanAnderson 29 | JimNeumann 23 IBO'bI he'fp SuPportth p“:j"h?s'”g
Carter White 15 JeronBuchholz 29 | Annette Ohren 2% Ibles Tor our youth and others

Amanda Johnson 16

Kellie Daniels 30
Shelly Stromberg 30

Duaine Burros

27 | who need one are encouraged

to give.

September 2026 Grace Worship Assistants

September 6 September 13 September 20 September 27
8:30 am 9 am 9 am 9am
Communion Rally Sunday Communion
Acolyte Carter Swiontek Corbin Borgstrom Jorja White Brooklyn Daniels
Reader Don Bakken Deegan Pikkaraine Don Bakken
Ushers Pikkaraine Family | Skip & Erin Okerlund | €S & Dianna Roers
Family
Communion Servers Pat Freese ChnsE Dlar?na Roers
Family
Coffee/
. L e Pikkaraine Family Skip & Erin Okerlund | Chris & Dianna Roers
Fellowship Renee Thompson
TS Joyce Engel Rebecca Heyn Annette Helder Marcus Decker
Kathy Fynboh Heyn Family Tom Helder Dan Olson

Altar Guild -Izzy Rusch and Jan Sponsler
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NEWSLETTER RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
320-834-4873
Grace Through Faith Ministries
PO Box 7 NON PROFIT
Brandon MN 56315 U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT #10
BRANDON MN 56315
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GRACE FALL BAZAAR -SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
PRE-ORDER YOUR LEFSE AND DONUTS KICKING OFF THE

SCHOOL YEAR
WITH FAMILY FUN

SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 13

Don't miss out - pre-order to ensure that you get the tasty treats you want!
www gracethroughfaithministries.com
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